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According to a BBC/Oxford Research International poll released this month, 55 percent of Iraqis believe their lives today are quite good or very good, 56 percent believe their lives will get better in the next year, and 70 percent believe Iraq needs democracy. 

These survey results are significant because they show we are making real progress in the war of values and ideas in Iraq, ideas that are at the heart of the larger war on terrorism. Iraq has become a proving ground for the freedom and security we are fighting for, and a tough test of our resolve in this fight. The terrorists in Iraq and beyond will never beat us militarily. But they can defeat us politically if they succeed in their strategy to terrorize, demoralize and divide America and its allies. 

To me, post-Saddam Iraq is not a burden to be shunned but an opportunity to be relished. It can become a signal to the world, particularly the Islamic world, of our nation's best intentions. Indeed, post-Saddam Iraq will be a test of America's foreign policy and America's values.

They lurk in darkness. And that seems fitting — because, as Tom Friedman has written, they hate us more than they love life.

The terrorists' goal is to cement that isolation, to bring down a theological iron curtain between their world and the West. Our enemies fear modernity. They fear free inquiry. They fear pluralism and democracy and tolerance. They want to turn their acts of terrorism into a civilizational conflict between Islam and the rest of the world. We—America and all nations who share the same basic ideals—cannot let that happen.

This imperative could not be clearer than it is in Iraq, at the heart of the world's most volatile region, amid the violent spawning grounds and training camps of world terrorism.

Now, we see Israel under siege by a systematic and deliberate campaign of suicide-homicide attacks whose essence is identical to the attacks on our country on September 11th. Those suicide bombers striking innocent Israelis-in supermarkets, buses, and public squares-are cut from the same cloth as the terrorist who turned airplanes into weapons of mass destruction and killed more than 3,000 Americans on September 11th.

Terrorism is evil. It is not an acceptable form of political action. It is a crime that runs contrary to our most basic human values. Nations that support it, condone it, or enable it are our enemies. And nations that dismantle its immoral, inhuman machinery and go after its perpetrators to protect innocent lives of their citizens are doing freedom's work, and they are our allies.

Ultimately, in supporting Israel's right to protect itself, to defend itself, we are supporting our own war against terrorism. Because if we lose our bearings and muddy the moral clarity with which we began and are carrying out our campaign against terror, we risk undermining the fight against Al Qaeda and other international terrorist groups that threaten our own people. We cannot allow that.

It can still happen-if moderate, mainstream Muslim leaders will stand up, with our strong support, and assert that the only way for the Palestinian people to achieve a better life is by rejecting terrorism and embracing peace, coexistence and the rule of law. It is time, Mr. President, for these moderate Muslim leaders to come together for human rights, for democracy, for open economies that create more opportunities for ordinary Palestinian families.
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